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The Old Testament Canon. 

The Canon and Text of the Old Testament. By Dr. Franz Buhl. English 
translation by Rev. John Macpherson, M. A. Edinburgh : T. and T. Clark. 
1892. Imported by Chas. Scnbner's Sons, New York. Pp. viii. 259. Price, 

The Canon of the Old Testament : An Essay on the Gradual Growth and 
Formation of the Hebrew Canon of Scripture. By Prof. H. E. Ryle, B. D. 
New York: Macmillan and Co. 1892. Pp. xi. 304. Price, $1.75. 

The history of the Old Testament Canon is a matter about which at present 
little is commonly known. While the question of canonicity as concerns the 
New Testament books has been prominent in theological discussion, leading 
to a wide-spread knowledge of the historical facts involved, the canon of the 
Old Testament has not, for obvious reasons, received the same consideration. 
Nevertheless, it is an important study as well as an interesting one. The 
thorough investigation of the Old Testament, which is now prevalent, has in- 
cluded this problem also, and the two works above entitled present the results 
at which fair-minded, scholarly, conservative critics have arrived concerning 
the rise, growth and formation of "the divine library of the Old Testament," 
as it has been aptly called. Of the two, the first work is for critical use, in 
form and spirit adapted to the use of scholars ; while the second is more reada- 
ble and popular in form and apologetic in spirit, though lacking nothing of 
accuracy, learning or skill. They are both volumes of capital value and im- 
portance. 

Dr. Buhl's work was first issued in Danish in 1885 ; he now issues it in Ger- 
man from his professorial chair at Leipzig. Perhaps this accounts for the 
fact that very important books upon the subject which have appeared within 
the last few years do not receive recognition by him. The method he adopts 
in presentation is an excellent one from a scientific and scholarly point of view : 
in each section he states in a clear, concise manner his own conclusions and 
opinions, with references to authorities ; and then he adjoins quotations in de- 
tail from the various authors referred to. This permits one to see all sides of 
the problem, and thus to form an individual estimate, — a style of treatment 
which ought to be more generally adopted. It is desirable to know what one 
scholar thinks on a given subject, it is infinitely more desirable to know what 
the consensus of opinion among scholars on that subject is. Dr. Buhl's work 
is in two parts, the first treating of the Canon, the second of the Text. The 
discussion of the Canon is the more interesting ; the discussion of the Text is 
the more exhaustive, covering two-thirds of the volume, and treating of man- 
uscripts, printed editions, the Massorah, styles of writing, translations, 
vocalization, and kindred matters. The subject of the Canon is considered in 
three sections, the Canon of the Palestinian Jews, that of the Alexandrian 
Jews, and that of the Christian Church, the first of which forms the topic of 
largest interest. The author's general conclusions are as follows : the forma- 
tion of the entire Canon of the Old Testament began with Ezra, 444 B. C. 
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(Neh. 8-10), when the Law was publicly canonized. The prophetical writings 
were not canonized until after the disappearance of prophecy (on the evi- 
dence of Ecclus. 44-49), which was not later than the beginning of the second 
century B. C, and may have been earlier. The Hagiographa found a place in 
the Canon before the time of Christ, how long before it does not seem possible 
to determine. Dr. Buhl regrets, as others regret with him, that the arrange- 
ment of the Old Testament books in our English Bible does not follow the 
Hebrew order, which in itself preserves something of the canonical history. 

Prof. Ryle's work is introduced by an apologetic preface, in which he depre- 
cates the ignorance or the disinclination of those who do not "distinguish 
between the work of Christian scholars and that of avowed antagonists to 
religion." He says: "the Church is demanding a courageous restatement of 
those facts upon which modern historical criticism has thrown light. If, in the 
attempt to meet this demand, the Christian scholarship of the present genera- 
tion should err through rashness, love of change, or inaccuracy of observation, 
the Christian scholarship of another generation will repair the error. Progress 
toward the truth must be made." In this study of the Canon " criticism en- 
ables us to recognize the operation of the Divine Love in the traces of that 
gradual growth by which the limits of the inspired collection were expanded to 
meet the actual needs of the Chosen People. . . . The history of the 
Canon, like the teaching of its inspired contents, leads us into the very pres- 
ence of Him in whom alone we have the fulfilment and the interpretation of 
the Old Testament, and the one perfect sanction of its use." Prof. Ryle treats 
only of the Canon of the Old Testament. His chapters concern the Prepara- 
tion for a Canon, the Beginnings of the Canon, The Completion of the First 
Canon — The Law, The Second Canon — Law and Prophets, The Third Canon 
— Law, Prophets and Writings, After the Conclusion of the Canon, The 
Hebrew Canon in the Christian Church, and the Arrangement of the Books. 
The position at which the author arrives concerning the three steps in the for- 
mation of the Canon does not differ materially from that of Dr. Buhl. There 
is coincidence as regards the time of the canonization of the Law, and of the 
Prophets, one would judge. As for the canonization of the " Writings," or 
Hagiographa, Prof. Ryle prefers an earlier, or at least a more definite date, 
between 160 and 105 B. C. The author's presentation of the subject is inter- 
esting — unusually interesting, reading. Many matters of minor importance 
are discussed incidentally. The table of contents, bibliography and indices 
are well prepared. One may heartily recommend the book as the latest and 
best treatment of the subject for the general reader. 

A Text-Book on the Bible. 

The Temple Opened: A Guide to the Book. By Rev. W. H. Gill, A. M. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1891. Pp.563. Price, . 

The purpose of the author was to provide a book for general use which 
would set forth the various facts, peculiarities and teachings of the Bible in 
such a clear, impressive way as to be attractive, interesting and helpful in the 
present tide of biblical study, and would secure the Christian from the harmful 
influence of skeptical and anti-biblical literature and talk. His plan has been 
to liken the Bible to a temple, through which he as guide conducts the student 
pilgrim, acquainting him with the history of the Sacred Structure and the 
nature of its contents. The Sixty-Six apartments are visited, and their hidden 



